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FARM 39 TRANSFORMATION: THE LOST 18 YEARS 

 

In 1998 it must have seemed such a straightforward task for the Government – to create and issue an Act to 
provide for the transfer of specific land to a municipality and/or to other legal entities, and to provide for 
associated matters. The Transformation of Certain Rural Areas Act (1998) seems to have been introduced with 
little consideration of the specific history of the areas concerned, in fact not even a definition of the areas, 
without a set of objectives relating to community benefits or the means of achieving them, and without clear 
and consistent management of the whole process. 

The results have included strife between some of the parties concerned, misinterpretation of some clauses in 
the Act and a lack of understanding by the community of how the implementation of the Act may affect them. 

This series of reports attempts to open up the various options that are available within the permitted legal 
framework, so as to encourage genuine open debate and consultation, involving all the participants. It is not 
intended as a set of proposals, as these must result from debate within the community.  

18 years have been lost in the process so far. It is hoped that the parties concerned will all be prepared to 
commit themselves to ensuring the best outcome. 

In the recent past it has become increasingly obvious that there seems to be an lack of information available 
and enormous apathy toward the whole transformation process on Farm 39.  

In a bid to alleviate the indifference and to ensure that all relevant information is published, we have compiled 
a series of articles on the subject. These will be done in a number of separate sections. 

We thus trust that these articles will shed some insight into complex, sensitive and increasingly critical issue 
that has a direct bearing on the future of Ward 2 area as we know it. 
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ARTICLE SEQUENCE 

 

Part 1 History 

Part 2 Role of Department of Rural Development and Land Reform  

Part 3 Rural Areas Act 9 of 1887 

Part 4 Transformation of Certain Rural Areas Act 94 of 1998 

Part 5 The Beneficiaries 

Part 6 Existing Rights 

Part 7 Choice of Entity: 

• Municipal entity 
• Private Entity – CPA, Trust, other 

Part 8 Agreements and Disagreements: 

• Contract for TWKM’s Consultants 
• Transformation Committee Constitution 
• Houw Hoek Agreement 

Part 9 Communal Land Tenure 

Part 10 The Land Issues 

Part 11 Implementation of the Transformation Act 
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PART 1 - HISTORY OF THE MISSION 

 

The first missionary institution in the Cape Colony was established in 1737 at Genadendal. In 1858, 
Genadendal was granted to the Moravian Church Missionary Institution “for the use of and in trust for such 
persons as may from time to time be lawfully resident at the institution of Genadendal1. The grant further 
specified that “the institution shall remain in the full possession of the church, schools, workshops, houses, 
gardens, plantations of trees, water leadings and other property hitherto occupied by them with the right of 
grazing of animals on the common land and of cutting of firewood, and with all such rights and privileges as 
they have hitherto enjoyed.” However, actual ownership vested only nominally in the missionary institution, 
as representative of the colonial order. 

 

Administration of Genadendal, shown on maps as Farm 39, comprises 4797 ha of residential and agricultural 
areas, including the settlements of Bereaville, Voorstekraal and Boschmanskloof. It was transferred to the 
secular authority of the Board of Management in 1924.  Title to the nine portions of land, known as the Glebe 
Lands, the 68 ha that comprised mostly of the core mission areas in Genadendal and Bereaville, was granted 
free of charge to the Moravian Church in 1927. 

Farm 32 “Langgezocht”, 1881 ha of mountain range behind Genadendal, had been purchased in 1899 by the 
Moravian Church in order to protect the water sources of Farm 39.  

Further legislation in 1909 (Act 29) replaced the secular authority of the missionaries with Coloured Rural 
Areas Act Management Boards whose  responsibilities included land audits, approval of plans, subdivisions, 
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and rezoning, the opening of township registers and the issuing of Deeds of Grants. The land invested in the 
Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs, which in 2009 became the Minister of Rural Development and Land 
Reform (DRDLR), in Trust for the community.  

Act 29 was succeeded by the Rural Areas Act 9 of 1987, until this was replaced by the current Act 94 of 1998, 
Transformation of Certain Rural Areas Act, known as TRANCRAA. This Act provides for the transfer of “certain 
land” for the benefit of inhabitants. It is therefore a redistribution and land tenure Act, a major feature being 
that the community must determine when and how the new dispensation should occur.  

 

1A Report Compiled for the Moravian Church of South Africa. 
Joint research project of the Surplus People Project and the Legal Resource Centre, November 2000. 
 
 

 

 

 

On behalf of Ward 2 Forum 
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