
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

It is with considerable pleasure that we can announce the merger of the Greyton Sentinel, the 
monthly paper for our village and the wider community, Greyton Unplugged, the village’s largest 
Facebook group, and the website of Ward 2 Forum, a valuable source for detailed research and 
documentation pertaining to not only Greyton but also Ward 2 as a whole. 

These three platforms, paper, Facebook group and website, united under the Sentinel banner will 
provide readers, residents, visitors, and friends near and far with a place for comment, enquiry and 
respectful discourse, and reading too that’s both entertaining and informative. 

Presently, in the Overberg, wider Western Cape and South Africa, there is much unhappiness and 
much protest. Now, more than ever before unity, standing together in common purpose is needed. 
In our own small way, we hope that the newly formed Sentinel Group is an illustration of co-
operation for the common good. We have no agenda other than to provide Greyton and our 
surrounding Ward 2 communities with information and a place to be heard.  

We are not, nor wish to become a monopoly. Greyton has many other social media groups and 
websites that actively promote this rather special place in the Valley of Grace. We merely wish to 
continue doing together what we have done individually in the past. 

The Greyton Sentinel has been published in various forms and under various names for almost 30 
years and predates both social media and the Internet. Greyton Unplugged was started almost a 
decade ago and now has over 6,000 members. Ward 2 Forum’s website is the youngest of the three. 
Age, no matter how venerable, does not confer an automatic right of continuation. Newspapers 
globally, many with illustrious titles, have struggled to compete with new media. The answer is not 
competing with new media, or hoping it will go away. Rather the solution is to be found in 
collaboration, partnership, co-operation, using the strengths of the platforms for the common good. 
The Facebook group provides opportunity for the posting of immediate ‘bite-size’ segments, and 
provides this together with colour and vibrancy. The Sentinel is different. It’s more reflective, it’s 
articles more detailed but short enough for a ‘light read’, and it is a permanent record of local life: it 
can be held, folded, stored, and can be read whether there’s electricity or not. The Ward 2 Forum 
founded website has the capacity to provide in-depth documentation pertaining to civic affairs that 
will satisfy the appetite of our most ardent local government aficionados, something to get their 
teeth into.  

All three platforms in their individual forms have had their supporters, their detractors, their critics. 
We would ask that the new Sentinel Group be judged not on hitherto opinions of its component 
parts but on its collective activities henceforth. Plaudits are nice, but disagreement and criticism too 
are to be welcomed. All we ask is that the tone of discourse be polite and respectful; that is not too 
much to ask, is it? 

Enough said other than we hope the entire community of Greyton and Ward 2 will come to consider 
The Sentinel Group their first stop for community news.  

Thank you very much, Ndiyabonga kakhuli, Baie Dankie. 
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